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The study period spans approximately 3.5 to 4.5 years, during which students complete their theory courses over three semesters. In the fourth semester, students have the option to take a comprehensive exam, after which the remaining time is dedicated to completing their thesis.

Lecturers:
Epidemiology
Dr. AliAkbar Haghdoost (Professor)
Dr. Hamid Sharifi (Professor)
Dr. Hossein Mirzaei (Assistant Professor)
Dr. Ahmad Naghibzadeh (Assistant Professor)

Biostatistics 
Dr. Abbas Bahrampoor (Professor)
Dr. Younes Jahani (Professor)
Dr. Moghaddameh Mirzaei (Associate Professor)
Dr. Tania Dehesh (Associate Professor)
Dr. Saeedeh Maghsoudi (Assistant Professor)
Dr. Ali Karamouzian (Assistant Professor)
Futures Studies
Dr. Reza Dehnavieh (Professor)
Dr. Mostafa Hosseini Golkar (Assistant Professor)

Strengths of the Department 
· Close collaboration with other disciplines in Epidemiology (Biostatistics and Futures Studies)
· Close collaboration with the Institute for Futures Studies in Health. This institute has seven research centers, including the HIV/STI Surveillance Research Center (a WHO Collaborating Center in HIV Surveillance in the Eastern Mediterranean Region; website: www.hivhub.ir), Modeling in Health Research Center, Medical Informatics, Social Determinants of Health, Health Disaster and Emergencies, Health Services Management, and Health Foresight and Innovation.
· Our department boasts 15 years of experience in training Ph.D. and M.Sc. students in Epidemiology. Additionally, we have four years of experience in training Ph.D. students in Futures Studies in Health, 10 years of experience in training Ph.D. students in Biostatistics, and 14 years of experience in training M.Sc. students in Biostatistics.
· Over the years, we have successfully trained a total of 32 Ph.D. students and 91 M.Sc. students in the field of Epidemiology. Furthermore, we have trained 9 Ph.D. students in the field of Biostatistics and 57 M.Sc. students in the field of Biostatistics.


The Future of Graduates
· Epidemiologists play a crucial role in understanding and addressing public health issues, and their work is vital for preventing and controlling diseases, promoting health equity, and guiding evidence-based policies and interventions.
· With the burden of communicable and non-communicable diseases, as well as emerging infectious diseases, there is a growing demand for skilled epidemiologists. This demand is driven by the need for surveillance systems, outbreak investigations, research, and data analysis to inform public health decision-making. Moreover, advancements in technology, including digital health tools, data analytics, and mobile health applications, offer new opportunities for epidemiologists. 
· Epidemiologists are central to strengthening health systems. Their expertise in epidemiological methods, research design, and data analysis can contribute to evidence-based decision-making, health policy formulation, and program evaluation, ultimately improving the overall health system performance.
· Overall, while the future of epidemiologists may present challenges, it also offers opportunities for growth, collaboration, and making a significant impact on public health. By investing in capacity building, strengthening health systems, and leveraging technology, epidemiologists can contribute to improving the health outcomes and well-being of populations.

Curriculum for a Ph.D. degree in Epidemiology
Courses are 42 units as the following: 
· Core courses: 16 units
· Non-core courses: 8 units
· Thesis: 18 units
· Sum: 42 units

	Curriculum for Ph.D. degree in Epidemiology – Core courses

	
Id
	
Course name
	Unit
	Credit hours
	Status

	
	
	Theoretical
	Practical
	Internship
	Sum
	Theoretical
	Practical
	Internship
	Sum
	Core / non-core / compensatory

	1
	Causal inference and advanced methods in Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	Core 

	2
	Clinical trial studies

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	Core

	3
	Case control studies

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	Core

	4
	Cohort studies

	
	
	1
	-
	-
	1
	17
	-
	-
	17
	Core

	5
	Secondary studies

	
	
	1
	1
	-
	2
	17
	34
	-
	51
	Core

	6
	Descriptive/Ecologic studies

	
	
	1
	-
	-
	1
	17
	-
	-
	17
	Core

	7
	Statistics in Epidemiology and logistic regression

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	Core

	8
	Survival and longitudinal data analysis

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	Core

	9
	Outbreak investigation

	
	
	0.5
	0.5
	-
	1
	9
	17
	-
	26
	Core

	10
	Training in the field (Internship)

	
	
	-
	-
	1
	1
	-
	-
	68
	68
	Core

	11
	Thesis

	
	
	-
	-
	-
	18
	-
	-
	-
	-
	Core

	12
	Sum (core courses)

	
	
	13.5
	1.5
	1
	34
	
	
	
	
	



	Curriculum for Ph.D. degree in Epidemiology- None core courses

	
Id
	
Course name
	Unit
	Credit hours
	Status

	
	
	Theoretical
	Practical
	Internship
	Sum
	Theoretical
	Practical
	Internship
	Sum
	Core / non-core / compensatory

	1
	Nutritional Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core 

	2
	Disaster Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	3
	Reproductive Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	4
	Clinical Epidemiology

	
	
	1
	1
	-
	2
	17
	34
	-
	51
	None-core

	5
	Nosocomial infection Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	6
	HIV/AIDS Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	7
	Social Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	8
	Cancer Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	9
	Environmental and occupational Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	10
	Cardiovascular Disease Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	11
	Molecular Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	12
	Forensic Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	13
	Field Epidemiology 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1
	1
	-
	2
	17
	34
	-
	51
	None-core

	14
	Pharmacoepidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	15
	Knowledge Translation

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	16
	Research management

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	17
	Elementary math statistics

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	18
	Seminar

	
	
	-
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	19
	Philosophy of Science

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	20
	Qualitative studies

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	21
	Predictive models in Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	None-core

	22
	Sum (Non-core courses)

	
	
	38
	3
	-
	41
	
	
	
	
	



	Curriculum for Ph.D. degree in Epidemiology- Compensatory courses

	
Id
	
Course name
	Unit
	Credit hours
	Status

	
	
	Theoretical
	Practical
	Internship
	Sum
	Theoretical
	Practical
	Internship
	Sum
	Core / non-core / compensatory

	1
	Medical information systems

	
	
	0.5
	0.5
	-
	1
	9
	17
	-
	26
	compensatory

	2
	Principles of epidemiology and Research Methods

	
	
	2
	1
	-
	3
	34
	34
	-
	68
	compensatory

	3
	Epidemiology and Control of Infectious Diseases

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	compensatory

	4
	Epidemiology and Control of Non-infectious Diseases

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	compensatory

	5
	Epidemiologic Methods

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	compensatory

	6
	Biostatistics Methods in Epidemiology

	
	
	2
	-
	-
	2
	34
	-
	-
	34
	compensatory

	7
	Community Health Assessment

	
	
	-
	2
	-
	2
	-
	102
	-
	102
	compensatory

	8
	Data Analysis

	
	
	1
	1
	-
	2
	17
	34
	-
	51
	compensatory

	9
	Biostatistics Methods

	
	
	2
	1
	-
	3
	34
	34
	-
	68
	compensatory

	10
	Sum (Compensatory courses)

	
	
	13.5
	5.5
	
	19
	
	
	
	
	



Note 1: The students must take 8 units of non-core courses, as approved by the professors and the university council.
Note 2: The students must take a maximum of 16 units of compensatory courses, as approved by the professors and the university council.
Note 3: Passing the “Medical information systems” course is mandatory for students who have not passed it before.

Proposed workshops title in the course
	Workshops title
	Minimum hours
	Time

	Scientific writing 
	16
	Before thesis defense 

	Data analysis with specific advanced software 
	16
	Before thesis defense 

	GIS
	8
	Before thesis defense 

	Factor analysis 
	8
	Before thesis defense 

	Teaching methods 
	16
	Before thesis defense 

	Ethics in research
	8
	Before thesis defense 

	Entrepreneurship
	8
	Before thesis defense 



Note 4: Students must participate in at least three mandatory workshops and receive a certificate before thesis defense.
