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Abstract

Background and Objectives: In Iran fertility reduction in recent decades, as well as formulating
appropriate policies to improve it to the desired level, has aways been one of the main
challenges for policy makers. Futures studies allow creating desired image of the future and
identify strategies to achieve the desired or probable result in the future. This study aimed at
identifying suitable strategies to drive up fertility through imaging the desired future. Also in The
present study Iran’s population is projected in the next three decades, according to expert’s
opinion.

Methods. The study was conducted in two parts: a scenario and forecasts. Seven-step scenario
Peter Schwartz was used. In the first step the main question became clear that was the future of
Iran's population in the next three decade. In order to identify key forces and driving forces of
these key forces, a literature review and two qualitative studies were conducted in different
subgroups such as housewives, highly educated women and working women as well as a group
of experts. In the fourth step a group of experts rate the driving forces based on their effects on
other driving and how they are affected by the others. Finally, during the consultative meeting,
we build the four scenarios based on the identified driving forces and the key forces. A complete
description of the scenarios along with related proposals presented in each scenario is presented.
In the second part, in order to predict the population we asked the opinion of expertsin relation
to the fertility rate in the next three decades. The predictions were carried out via Spectrum V
5.31. They proposed three scenarios for the future of Iran's population.

Results: In the scenario section five driving forces were identified including: culture and values,
economy, family-friendly policies, training and consulting, information technology and social
development. Out of these driving forces the economy and family-friendly policies were the
influencing and least affecting. The scenarios were designed based on these two drivers. Four
scenarios were proposed. First scenario when appropriate family-friendly policies, are
formulated but the recession is present, it is expected that in these condition the interval between
marriage and the first child to be reduced and also the birth of the second child rise and marriage
rate continue the current levels or even would reduce. The second scenario is when the family-
friendly policies and economic growth is present. In this scenario the highest increase of fertility
is expected but reaching to fertility level of 3 is unexpected because there are some constraints
al the time. In the third scenario there is recession in addition to lack of family-friendly policies.
It is expected that total fertility rate would decrease. In the forth scenario economic prosperity is
present but family-friendly policies are not formulated. In this scenario, the share of married and
single child families and two children would increase. It is expected that none of the scenarios
even in the best of circumstances, the fertility rate reach to three. In the second section, based on
the expert’s opinion, we can propose three scenarios for the future of Iran’s fertility. In optimistic
scenario most of the experts believed that total fertility rate (TFR) might reach to 2.7 at the most.
Also reaching to TFR=3 was improbable based on their opinion. In pessimistic scenario TFR
might reach 1.5 at the least.

Conclusion: The future of fertility in Iran due to its diversity in the country, as well as the
cultural acceptability of childbearing stability is good. Taking into account the key factors as
well as considering the effect of the other factors such as beliefs and values on family may have
apositive effect on the future of fertility in Iran.

Keywords: Fertility, Population, Scenario, Futures Studies, Population projection, Iran.
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